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NC Bar Blaekballs 


Student Fee of Bias 


The North Carolina Board of Law 
Examiners recently refused to permit an 
honor graduate of the University of 
North Carolina law school to take its 
bar examination. He is Myron H. (Mike) 
Ross who received the LLB with hon- 
ors, served as editor of the North Caro- 
lina Law Review, ranked in top place in 
his class, and whose legal articles were 
reprinted by government agencies and 
quoted by courts. 


Nsut Ross also was the first labor 
union official to apply for a North 
Carolina law license and his public 
record of activity favoring equal 
rights for Negroes included aid in 
the integration of Negro students at 
the law school in Chapel Hill. 
Without notice of any charges, the 

Board called a hearing on Ross’ appli- 
cation for the day before the bar exam 
commenced. During a “three-hour grill- 
ing” which the Raleigh News & Ob- 
server branded as “judgment by whis- 
per, innuendo and suspicion” he was ac- 
cused of having “engaged in the un- 
authorized practice of law” because of 
negotiating union contracts and appear- 
ing before government agencies. He 
was questioned about strikes, commu- 
nism, church membership, the Progres- 
sive Party, his industrial employment, 
labor activity in the Democratic pri- 
maries, NAACP attorneys, the UMWA, 
TWUA, and other unions as well as 
many individuals (some of whom he had 
never heard of). 

Despite his endorsement by the dean 
of the law school, leading state at- 
torneys and officials, educators, minis- 
ters, veterans’ organizations and AFL 
and CIO leaders, the Board rejected 
Ross for failure to satisfy their “good 
moral character” requirement. No 
grounds were given and the rejection 
was delivered at night, too late to se- 
cure judicial redress for the next morn- 
ing’s bar examination. 

The Board’s “star chamber proceed- 
ing” was vigorously condemned by most 
state newspapers except for the Win- 
ston-Salem Journal (owned by Gordon 
Gray, UNC President) which said that 
the Board was justified since Ross had 
“concealed his Communist past.” 

Supporting Ross was the North Caro- 
lina CIO which branded the Board ac- 
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to renew your gift at this time. 


help them? 





TO FRIENDS OF THE SCEF: 


We have been working hard all summer and fall on a Southwide 
Conference on Youth and Racial Discrimination. Two fine meetings 
of a planning committee were held in Nashville at Fisk University. 
A list of almost 300 sponsors has been developed, including repre- 
sentation from 128 Southern colleges and universities. Do you not 
agree this is a remarkable and gratifying response? 

But if we are to go forward with this and our other projects, 
we shall need your help. With a deficit of $5,334.54 so far this year, 
we are in desperate need of funds. 

If you have not yet contributed this year we hope you will want 
The youth of the South have proven 
they can be counted on in the fight against Jim Crow. 


Will you 
Sincerely, 
JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI 
Director 








Youth Conferenee to be Held 
In Columbia, 8. C. at Yuletide 


The southwide conference on youth and 
racial discrimination (see Sept. SP) has 
been set for December 29, 30, 31 at 
Allen University, Columbia, S. C., in 
accordance with the results of a poll 
or the 280 sponsors of the conference. 

At a meeting of the planning com- 
mittee at Fisk University on September 
17, it was decided to refer the matter 
of the time and place of the confer- 
ence to the entire group of sponsors, 
who were asked to choose between the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays 
and to express a preference as to four 
possible locations. 





tion “bias and discrimination” and “an 
affront to a man’s freedom to practice 
his chosen profession,” and the Durham 
Labor Journal (AFL) which called the 
action of “the closed shop State Bar 
Association . . . obnoxious.” 

The Carolina Times, leading Ne- 
gro weekly, after a lengthy in- 
vestigation, concluded that “neither 
‘character’ nor ‘Communism’ was 
the issue in denying him a law li- 
cense.” 

Mr. Ross was simply a white man 
who fought against all injustice, 
who treated whites and Negroes 
alike, and who would have made an 

invaluable member of the North 
Carolina Bar. 


Results of the poll revealed that of 
the 3 cities receiving the highest num- 
ber of votes, Columbia received 63 per- 
cent of the votes cast, Nashville 13 per- 
cent, and Atlanta 11 percent. 


For the theme of the conference, the 
committee suggested “Youth and Racial 
Unity Through Educational Opportun- 
ity,” however in the poll of sponsors, 
many of them thought this was too 
long and it will be referred back to the 
committee. 

Four commissions were proposed by 
the committee: Unity in higher educa- 
tion; Unity in the public school system; 
Unity and the home (the influence of 
the home upon racial attitudes); Unity 
through working together. 

It was agreed that all of the decisions 
of the committee would be presented to 
the sponsors for approval or rejection. 
The next meeting of the planning com- 
mittee was set for October 24th at Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 

Attending the Nashville committee 
meeting were Roger L. Askew, Dr. H. 
D. Bollinger, Dr. James A. Dombrowski, 
Grady H. Donald, Miss Mable Garner, 
Dr. Victor T. Glass, Miss Louella Moore, 
Dr. Lee Lorch, Charles Matthias, Mrs. 
Hattie M. Perry, Robert Sweet and Dr. 
Alva W. Taylor. Dr. Bollinger served 
as chairman and Mrs. Perry as secretary 
for the committee meeting. 
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. 
Court Rulings Rock 
. . e 

Reign of Dixiecrats 

Civil rights are beginning to flower 
even in the dark lair of Leander Perez, 
Louiisana’s arch-Dixiecrat. 

Perez, undisputed “boss” of Plaque- 
mines and St. Bernard Parish, has long 
retained power through rigid control 
of the voting lists. Any one who was 
politically persona non grata with Perez 
literally could not find the registrar of 
voters if he attempted to register. There 
was no fixed office for the registrar. 
Naturally, no Negroes were allowed to 
sign the books. 

Fed up with this run-around, a group 
of citizens brought suits in the two par- 
ishies. A brief district court hearing 
in October brought a mandamus to the 
St. Bernard registrar to “stay put.” A 
similar decision is expected shortly in 
Plaquemines. 

Registration of Negroes in Louisiana 
aow stands at nearly 100,000. In 1948 
only 28,000 were qualified to vote. 

co * * 

A “dismal” survey of the Negro elec- 
torate in Alabama was disclosed late in 
September by Frank P. Thomas, editor 
of the Alabama Citizen. He found only 
four of the eight counties in the Black 
Belt 6th Congressional District where 
Negroes were allowed to register with 
any ease. 

While he learned of no incidents of 
forcible restraint, there were many 
places where “reliable white sponsors” 
were demanded of Negro applicants. For 
this situation he blamed insufficiently 
aggressive Negro leadership. 

However, as a good example of Ala- 
bama leadership, Miss Polly A. Myers 
and Miss Autherine J. Lucy have an- 
nounced their determination to seek 
eourt rulings opening the University 
of Alabama to members of their race. 

Both received letters welcoming them 
as students in the journalism and li- 
brary science schools, but were told it 
was “all a mistake” when they appeared 
to register. They are graduates of Miles 
College. 

« a * 

The Maryland attorney general has 
ruled that the discriminatory practices 
of several Baltimore department stores 
are legal. The stores refuse Negro cus- 
tomers the right to try on clothing— 
nor will they accept returned articles 
from them. 

The decision was based on the Su- 
preme Court decision regarding restric- 
tive housing covenants and argued that 
such “private” procedures were not vio- 
lations of the 14th Amendment. 
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Southern Doctors Comment on Segregation 
In October’s Patriot we published the results of the SCEF poll of 


Southern doctors concerning racial practices in health facilities. 


Space 


limitations prevented us from printing at that time selected ballot com- 


ments from Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia. 


They appear below. 


Readers who may have missed the poll summary may obtain a copy 
by sending 25 cents to the SCEF, 822 Perdido, New Orleans, La. 


* * * 


Tennessee 
“Fourteenth Amendment to Con- 
stitution should be repealed. Why 
should 125 million white people put 
up with a few million of another 
race? God in his wisdom segregated 
them in Africa.” (GP). 
“Intermarriage of the Negro and white 
races will only lead to disappearance of 
the Negro since the white gene is domi- 
nant. The colored race should be too 
proud to want to be absorbed by the 
white.” (Surgery). 





Psychiatrists Blast 
Discrimination In D. C. 

The American Psychological Society 
concluded its annual convention in Wash- 
ington, D. C., with a unanimous vote 
not to return to that city because of the 
Jim Crow humiliations some of the 
group’s members suffered. 

“Sample” incidents described by APS 
President Dr. J. McV. Hunt at the Sep- 
tember session included refusal of a res- 
taurant to serve Negro delegates, segre- 
gation of recreation facilities and the 
“separate but equal” housing offered by 
the D. C. YMCA. 

Asked how many members of the 
APS were Negro, Dr. Hunt said: 

“It doesn’t make any difference. 
We are all one color or another. 
Socially we are not an organization 
of colors but of people, and profes- 
sionally we happen to be psycholo- 
gists.” 

The AFL national convention also took 
racial attitudes into consideration in 
the choice of its 1953 meeting place. 
Bids from St. Louis and Miami were 
protested from the floor because of the 
segregation prevalent in those two cities 
and the matter was turned over to a 
special committee. 

Unfortunately, the Anglican Episcopal 
Church has no qualms in this regard. 
The sect will meet next year in biased 
Houston, Texas 

o* + + 

A court ruling quashed an attempt in 
Bowling Green, Ky., to ban Negroes 
in Warren County’s Home for the Aged. 
The court declared that it was the coun- 
ty’s policy to admit all eligible persons 
without regard to race. 








“It is my humble opinion that we of 
the medical profession should lead the 
way to equality and fairness for all.” 
(Obstetrics). 

Texas 

“The cause of the Negroes has been 
hurt a great deal since the war by the 
manner and attitude of the younger Ne- 
groes, especially those who were in the 
service. Many of them do not exhibit 
the common courtesy and decency ex- 
pected of any person regardless of race. 
It is in marked contrast to that found in 
the middle aged and older Negroes and 
the older ones complain of the same thing 
in the younger ones.” (Surgery). 

“I would prefer that doctors take the 
initiative in the above (Plan A) rather 
than waiting for political or other pres- 
sure to force such action.” (Internal 
Medicine). 

“In this super duper egotistical 
and self laudatory state the ‘Anglo’ 
Texans even carry the ‘segregation 
complex’ technique to include Ameri- 
cans of Mexican extraction. Thus 
‘we’ have a three caste system, 
‘Angles’, ‘Latins’, and ‘Negroes’, and 
at times the farcical segregation ex- 
cludes Latins and Negroes from us- 
ing ‘white’ empty beds, even though 
available.” (GP). 

Virginia 

“In Virginia, local societies cannot ad- 
mit colored doctors without losing their 
charters. Each local society is voting 
this year as to changing the by-laws of 
the state society to allow admission.” 
(Surgery). 

“Plan A is most desirable. However 
it should be remembered that illness 
mobilizes considerable anxiety during 
which archaic defense patterns become 
more prominent. Non-segregated ad- 
mission of patients should therefore not 
precede too far the abolition of segrega- 
tion in less stressful situations of hv- 
man relationships, like education, art, 
public places of assembly, etc.” (Psy- 
chiatry). 

“I would have Plan B flexible. If 
there is overcrowding, Negroes could 
‘spill over’ into white side and vice 
versa.” (Obstetrics). 

“In my opinion the time has come for 
us (whites) to make a move before world 
opinion forces us to do so.” (GP). 
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La. Red Control Law Proves 
Menace to Negro Voters 


The note of low comedy is ineradicable 
in the public affairs of the state of 
Louisiana. Its Bourbons and dema- 
gogues wield the pig’s bladder and the 
bullwhip with equal finesse. So, char- 
acteristically, state officials took a great 
big prat-fall in the launching of a Com- 
munist hunt. 

The last session of the Louisiana legis- 
lature passed a Communist Control Act 
which declared that all Communists and 
members of Communist fronts who in- 
tend to stay in the state more than five 
days must register with the State De- 
partment of Public Safety. Penalty for 
non-registration embodies a fine of $1,000 
to $10,000 and a jail term of two to 10 
years. Persons registering must state 
their occupations, name their organiza- 
tional ties and identify their associates. 

The official in charge of administer- 
ing this dubious law. Col. Francis C. 
Grevenberg, state police superintendent, 
set September 1-15 as the registration 
period for endemic Reds. But registra- 
tion deadline passed and the rolls re- 
mained empty. 

Then, on September 23, the state 
police struck. They arrested two 
New Orleans men. Louis Lockett 
and Robert Burns, both Negroes, 
for violating the control act. The 
evidence against them? Both, in 
registering to vote, had filled out 
forms at the registrar of voters 
office in which they declared “I am 
now affiliated with the Communist 


Party.” 

How did this happen? 
Lockett: 

“There’s a line on the registration 
blank for voting that says something 
like ‘I am now affiliated with the blank 
party.’ You fill in the blank ‘Republi- 
can’ or ‘Democrat.’ 

“But Burns and I both read the same 
thing to say, ‘I am NOT affiliated with 
the blank party’. Both being veterans 
and having had lots of non-Communist 
forms to sign before, we inserted the 
word Communist to show we were not 
affiliated with that party. We’re both 
good Democrats.” 

Lockett was discharged from the Army 
Medical Corps two months ago and is 
still in the reserve. During World War 
II he served in the Coast Guard. Burns 
was discharged a year ago after a four- 
year hitch in the Air Force, including 
service in Korea. 

Such a travesty becomes all the more 
ludicrous when one considers that Burns’ 
application to register as a voter was 
rejected because of a mistake he made 
in calculating his age. Hence the “evi- 
dence” was gained off a discarded form! 

But the district attorney’s office ac- 
cepted charges against the pair and they 
were placed in parish prison, unable 
to raise $5,000 bail. 

Lest anyone think, however, that this 
incident is a fantasy out of Amos and 
Andy let us inspect its bitter implica- 
tions: 


To quote 



































Illustration by Ben Shahn from “The Untouchables,” a hard-hitting pamphlet on 
hospital discrimination now being distributed by the SCEF. Individual copies are free; 


additional copies 50 cents each. 
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First, Louisiana, No. 1 in the 
union in illiteracy, has a compli- 
cated voting registration form that 
applicant is supposed to fill out with- 
out assistance and to the satisfac- 
tion of the registrar. Registrars 
have been heard to boast that “not 
even a college Ph.D. could get on 
the books if we didn’t want him to.” 
Second, the state police’s choice of 

initial target was highly significant. At 
work was the ageless equation of bi- 
gotry: A Negro who tries to vote is 
“uppity” and therefore is probably a 
Red. And the larger intention behind 
the arrests, whether they hold up in 
court or not, was to further intimidate 
the prospective Negro voter who already 
has good reason to suspect bias in the 
mechanics of vote registration. 





LETTERS 


To the Editor: 

Some years ago when the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare was in 
existence Rep. Thomas & Co. charged 
that it contained fellow-travelers. The 
SCHW wrote me asking for financial 
help. I could not give that, but I thought 
possibly a letter to my Congressman 
might help. I wrote it and got back a 
red-hot letter from Thomas. He took 
the names off my letterhead and wrote 
them, trying to get me in trouble. That 
burned me up but there was little I 
could do. My church stood by me. 

Later, Thomas went to jail. You 
know the story. In jail Thomas was 
put in charge of chickens. Eggs were 
being stolen constantly by inmates to 
supplement their prison diet. Thomas 
consented to be a stool pigeon and re- 
port. He did. The men caught on and 
when they got their chance, they pum- 
meled him until his skin was covered 
with cuts and bruises and then they 
rubbed in chicken dirt. 

He was sent to the prison hospital. 
And whom did he meet there but a Dr. 
W---- he had sent to jail in the days 
when he was riding high and mighty. 
Dr. W. was one of those who went to 
jail rather than tell him “whether or 
not...” Dr. W. debated with himself 
whether or not to treat Thomas. Then 
he recalled that he was an M.D. and 
had taken the Hippocratic Oath, and so 
went to work and cleaned the sores. 

My wife did not want me to tell this 
story but it is too good to keep. I am 
telling you this for the fun there is in 
it. Please don’t publish it unless you 
leave out the names. 

A NEW JERSEY MINISTER 
(Name Withheld) 
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TRENDS 





The District of Columbia Medical So- 
ciety has accepted its first Negro mem- 
bers—all outstanding physicians. 

They are Drs. C. Herbert Marshall, 
Edward C. Mazique, Arthur H. Sim- 
mons, John §S. Perry and Reginald G. 
James. 

Their admission was the result of a 
recent vote in which the rank and file 
overwhelmingly approved the dropping 
of racial barriers. 

cd ok * 

Newport News dropped segregation in 
its public libraries in August. 

The action was apparently designed 
to forestall a law suit by W. Hale 
Thompson, local Negro attorney. 

* * *K 

The Amerindian, a bi-monthly publi- 
cation devoted to the cause and culture 
of the American Indian, is now being 
issued under the editorship of Marion 
E. Gridley. Offices are at 27 S. Wabash 
Ave., Chicago 3. Subscription rate is 
$2.50 a year. 

OK cd - 

The world of fraternities and social 
orders is justly notorious for racial and 
religious discrimination. National or- 
ganizations not only refuse to adopt and 
practice democratic admission policies, 
they vent unstinted wrath on any chap- 
ter which does. 

The latest such incident on the cam- 
puses involves the Dartmouth chapter 
of Theta Chi fraternity. After 31 years 
of affiliation, the New Hampshire group 
advised the grand chapter that it would 
no longer be bound by the racial dis- 
crimination clause in the national con- 
stitution. The result was a prompt lift- 
ing of the Dartmouth group’s charter. 

In New York, the state lodge of the 
Knights of Pythias got into hot water 
with the national lodge because it voted 
to drop all reference to race on applica- 
tion blanks and espoused a state law 
which would require other fraternal or- 
ganizations to do the same. 

The national lodge, accusing it of dis- 
obedience and of encouraging state in- 
terference, suspended the New York or- 
ganization. However, a temporary 
court injunction has prevented the carry- 
ing out of this order so far. 

* * *” 

George Rucker, president of the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma student body, had 
this to say to the 1952 national conven- 
tion of the NAACP: 

“The South is more ready for change 
than many of its loudest leaders would 
have you think. 

“There are many forces playing upon 
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the South and ‘bringing about this 
change. It is against these forces that 
the bigots and white supremacists are 
realy crying when they repeat the worn- 
out old slogans of a dead past, and they 
ery out in vain. 

“The force of self-interest is at last 
slowly awakening the South to the need 
of change. The economic facts of life 
are beginning to sink in on Southern 
businessmen and manufacturers as they 
learn that equal economic opportunities 
for Negroes will result in increased pur- 
chasing power and this in turn will con- 
tribute to an expanding economy.” 

oe «= 2 

At the YMCA’s National Youth and 
Government assembly held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., recently, 120 high school stu- 
dents passed a resolution declaring: “As 
Christians we should work to abolish any 
remaining discrimination or segregation 
within our churches, YMCA’s_ or 
YWCA’s.” 

aK * * 

The KKK suffered a Katastrophe in 
North Carolina when, at a mass trial, 
63 of the hooded hoodlums received jail 
terms ranging to six years and fines 
totaling $16,500. They were tried in 
connection with the flogging of 12 per- 
sons, one of them a Negro woman. 

The imperial wizard of the klique, 
Thomas L. Hamilton, got four years in 
the klink. 

Undaunted by this development, how- 
ever, Florida’s top Klansman, Bill Hen- 
drix, announced the formation of the 
“American Confederate Army”, a group 
sworn to uphold segregation by force. 

ok * * 


After waiting two years and collecting 
some 34 documents as evidence of the 
state’s stalling tactics, Horace T. Ward 
in July filed suit in federal court seeking 
admission to the University of Georgia 
law school. 

K * * 

John Duffy, columnist for the Game- 
cock, Univ. of S. C. newspaper, called 
for the defeat at the polls on Nov. 4 
of the proposal to abolish the consti- 


* 





Books in Brief 


HOW TO CONDUCT A COMMUNITY 
SELF-SURVEY OF CIVIL 
RIGHTS, by Marcot HAAS Worm- 
SER and CLAIRE SELLTIZ, Associa- 
tion Press, N. Y. 

Are you concerned about conditions in 
your community; do you wish to help in 
eliminating discrimination in your 
schools, hospitals, recreation facilities, 
housing or other community services? 
If so, this volume will help you. 

The Race Relations Department of the 
American Missionary Association and 
the Commission on Community Interrela- 
tions of the American Jewish Congress 
have cooperated in pioneer work in this 
field of community services. This vol- 
ume has developed from their experi- 
ences in the field. 

You do not need to be an expert to 
conduct a community survey. This man- 
ual is based on the actual experiences of 
people like yourself, who collected the 
facts and did something about them. 

Readers of the Patriot may borrow a 
copy of this book from the library of the 
SCEF, 822 Perdido Street, New Orleans. 








The Southern PATRIOT 


THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT published 
monthly except July and August by The 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc. Office of publication, 417 Commerce 
St., Nashville, Tenn. Editorial and Execu- 
tive Offices, Room 404, 822 Perdido Street, 
New Orleans 12, La. Twenty-five cents a 
copy, $2.00 a year. Entered as second-class 
mail matter, Nashville, Tennessee. 


THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 


AUBREY WILLIAMS President 
BENJAMIN E. MAYS Vice-President 
ALVA W. TAYLOR ___ __Secty.-Treasurer 
JAMES A. DOMBROWSKI __Dir. & Editor 














tutional requirement that the state sup- 
port a public school system. The pro- 
posal, wrote Duffy, stems from “racial 
prejudice” and is “A fundamental 
abridgement of a basic right of all our 
citizens, white and colored.” 





822 Perdido Street 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 





Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc. 





can | 
of th 

In 
princ 
was 
regul 
of R 
Cour 


misse 
clear 
becor 
do n 

In 
Sout! 
amen 
erno? 
syste 

(It 
spon: 
fores 
but f 
attac 
tered 
plan 
trave 
be al 
—an 
touck 


“Ss 


